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Dear Claire, 
 
Scotland can be very proud of its universities and colleges. Our universities global 
reputation ranks them among the very best in the world and our colleges deliver the 
critical skills needed for a vibrant economy. The COVID-19 emergency not only 
challenges their ability to deliver their core business currently, it threatens their 
financial future. Their sustainability is critical to how Scotland’s economy and society 
will respond to and renew itself after this immediate crisis. 
 
I am hugely proud of the contributions being made by Scotland’s colleges and 
universities in helping fight the coronavirus pandemic. Their leadership and 
willingness of staff, researchers and students to step up undoubtedly has been 
saving lives and helping the most vulnerable people in society. Clearly 
demonstrating just how important an asset they are to our society and our economy. 
 
We have throughout this emergency worked closely across the further and higher 
education sectors, with the Scottish Funding Council, with NUS Scotland and other 
unions and partners to quickly shape the actions needed to support our students and 
institutions. I have had repeated meetings with both groups of college and university 
principals to hear directly their issues and actions their institutions are taking in the 
face of this emergency. In addition, I welcome the ongoing regular contact with 
Universities Scotland and Colleges Scotland whose work has helped to shape and 
guide the response of government. 
 
I have established the Further and Higher Education Covid-19 Ministerial Leadership 
Group bringing together our agencies, representatives from community learning, 
colleges and universities, and the unions including the NUS. It has now met 4 times 
and provides a forum for us and our partners to develop collective leadership to 
short, medium- and long-term issues arising from the pandemic. 
 
The Deputy First Minister and I have been clear that the Scottish Government will do 
everything possible to ensure Scotland’s institutions remain world leaders and key 
drivers of the economy in the wake of the disruption around Covid-19.  
 
We announced a one-off £75 million increase in funding for Scotland’s universities 
on 6 May to protect their world-leading research against the financial impact of 
COVID-19.  This will secure the jobs and training needed to support ongoing and 
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future research work.  It will replace lost income, protect research jobs, and help 
universities focus more effort on the high priority research needed to fight the 
outbreak and to support society and the economy, post COVID-19. The details of the 
allocation by the Scottish Funding Council to individual universities will be subject to 
consultation with the sector.  
 
It is vital that funding decisions are taken now to support Scottish tertiary education. 
The UK Government package announced on 4th May is disappointing and falls short 
of recognising the full scale of the challenge facing our universities.  I have 
previously written to the UK Universities Minister setting out the challenges faced in 
Scotland and I attach a copy of this letter for the Committee’s information. Scottish 
Ministers will continue to press for an appropriate fiscal response from HM Treasury 
that supports our colleges and universities as key strategic assets, not only in the 
fight against Coronavirus, but in our economic and social recovery from it. I have 
also spoken with Gillian Keegan MP, the UK’s Minister for apprenticeships and skills 
with responsibility for FE. While we will pull together all support and resources we 
have at our disposal in Scotland considerable fiscal intervention by the UK 
Government is also required to protect these vital economic and social assets. 
 
It has of course been unsettling for all society but particularly stressful for our 
students already attending our colleges and universities and those considering 
taking up courses in the next academic year or those looking to enter the labour 
market at the end of this academic year. I am acutely aware of the particular 
concerns faced by international students, many of whom are still resident in 
Scotland. This emergency is having significant impacts across the student 
population: - financially, academically, socially and on their health, especially their 
mental health. We have been and will continue to work closely with NUS Scotland 
and across the sectors in considering all the challenges students face as a result of 
this pandemic. 
 
In April, the Scottish Government announced a £5m package to address the 
financial hardship immediately felt by some students and are continuing to work to 
make sure appropriate measures are in place to support students facing particular 
financial hardship.  
 
Issues regarding accommodation have been a particular concern for our students. 
Which is why early in this crisis I wrote to all college and university principals, and to 
the networks involving private student accommodation providers asking them to 
consider sympathetically those students who are remaining in accommodation and 
those seeking to break their agreements.  
 
It is also why notice periods for student accommodation are also to be introduced as 
part of a new Emergency coronavirus (Covid-19) Bill introduced this week. Subject to 
Parliament’s approval of the legislation, students currently tied to a contract in halls 
of residence or other purpose-built student accommodation will now be able to give 7 
days’ notice before ending leases and new agreements entered into by students, 
while the new Bill is in force, will have a ‘28-day notice to leave’ period.  
 
This measure will ensure that students entering into accommodation contracts for 
the next academic year, but who are unable to take up the accommodation due to 
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the ongoing Covid-19 restrictions will not be held liable for accommodation they are 
not using. 
 
I welcome the opportunity to discuss with the Committee the actions we have taken 
to date to deal with the Covid 19 pandemic and its effects on our universities, 
colleges, their students and staff and I look forward to offering more detail on our 
future plans to support the sector. 
 

RICHARD LOCHHEAD 
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